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From the Principal’s Desk   

Special assemblies.   On Friday March the 2nd we had the honour of a visit from Bill Weston who representing the Angli-
can Church’s Peter’s Place Opportunity Shop.  Peter’s Place donated money that enabled us to purchase brand new bas-
ketball uniforms for the students.  Kylie McCullough sourced the uniforms for us and a new colour selection was made.  
During the assembly Bill told us how hard all the Peter’s Place volunteers worked to raise the money for the school and 
how much they enjoyed donating the money to a good cause, namely us! 

The students looked terrific in their new uniforms and I am sure that the new uniforms will go a long way to making the 
team look more professional both on and off the court.     

National Day Against Bullying.  We had another special assembly on 16th of March to acknowledge and support the 
Federal government’s National Day Against Bullying.  The students participated in making posters that have been dis-
played around the school.   We did a number of anti- bullying activities both before the assembly and during the assem-
bly.  Some examples include,  Jodie, one of our ES in the Seniors developed an interactive board - maker program that 
allowed students to choose between two alternatives -  the ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ thing to do when being bullied.  Our stu-
dents chose the ‘right’ thing to do.  Senior student, Jarod  wrote and presented a very moving speech about anti - bully-
ing.  We listened to, and joined in, with a song about anti-bullying.  The whole assembly was a great success.  Much 
thanks to Angela, Sharon and the others who helped to organise it.   

As a school we need to be aware of the potential for discrimination (a form of bullying) that can happen to our students 
and your children.  As a result of the knowledge gained from the National Day Against Bullying and its related events; 
your children might say to you that ‘bullying is not okay’ and they have to say ‘stop’ then go tell a teacher, an ES or a 
parent. If the student is non-verbal we have developed other means, such as PECs, for them to inform us what is hap-
pening.  Remember bullying can happen anywhere and at any time.  It can even happen online.  We need to support 
students to deal with bullying and discrimination when and where it happens. 

Swimming.  Our swimming program is underway.  In no small part, thanks to the organisational skills of Leading 
Teacher Stephanie.  Stephanie’s highest priority is to make sure that everybody is safe and then for all students to have 
a good time as well as learn vital skills for being in and around water.  The staff at Kings Swim are great at supporting 
our students.  I attended one of the sessions and the students had a fun and enjoyable time.  What’s more they were 
learning, from getting used to water immersion all the way to actually swimming.  Well done staff at Kings and our staff 
as well! 

Conference. I’m off to a Principal’s conference this Thursday and Friday.  I will let you know all about it when I return.  
The agenda is packed full of department people so it should be informative to hear from the people who deal with the 
day-to-day issues of running the whole system. 

Sports stuff. Golf, cricket, sailing and horse riding are all operating this term.  Next term we hope to introduce some 
tennis lessons for a couple of our classes.  It’s all happening at Mornington SDS! 

Coles Sports for Schools.  We are having a  fantastic response to this program and now have a large collection of 
vouchers, thanks to all who are donating to our school.  Much thanks to Val and Linda who have devoted their precious 
personal time to counting and bagging many of the vouchers.  Thanks also to Leading Teacher Stephanie for organising 
our participation in the program.  Currently we have over 30,000 vouchers but we need more.  There’s only two weeks 
to go so I urge you to shop at Coles and shop often to support our school with your vouchers! 

Easter Parade.  Our annual Easter  parade takes place on Wednesday 28th of March @ 2.00pm.  Check for further infor-
mation in this Newsletter.  Thanks to Suzanne who organises this event.  We’re all looking forward to seeing the cos-
tumes.  Please come along and enjoy the grand parade.   

Thank you. 

David. 
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Coles Sports for Schools is back to help Aussie kids stay fit and healthy. When you shop at 

Coles, you'll receive Sports for Schools vouchers that we can exchange for sports gear. 

The more vouchers you collect, the more sports gear they'll receive. Start collecting to-

day. Mornington SDS has collections tubs at Somerville, Hastings and Mornington stores. 

Last Day to collect your Sports for schools vouchers is  

Tuesday April the 3rd  

Sailability 

The Sailability name or brand describes the introductory and recreational sailing programs designed 
for people with a disability and conducted at sailing clubs. 

Sailability Victoria is a Yachting Victoria Committee focused on supporting the network of exisiting vol-
unteer run Sailability programs, growing participation and increasing the opportunities for sailors of all 
abilities to develop within the sport 

Students enjoying the  

Sailability program at Hastings  
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Term 1 has been a hugely successful swimming program for our students at MSDS. The 

students have enjoyed their swimming lessons with the staff at Kings. Students have had 

a great time in the water with some students demonstrating greater confidence such as 

going in the bigger pool, attempting to swim independently by putting their heads under 

water and wearing flippers! 

 

A huge thank you to all of the parent helpers, volunteers and MSDS and Kingswim Staff 
for making this possible for our students. 
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This is a copy of the speech that Jarod wrote and read out at our special assembly for  

National Anti-Bullying Day  

Bullying is not a good thing and here’s why. 

Because if I say that bulling can sometimes be a good thing, everyone is going to think that I’m allowed to 

bully. Because some people argue that bullying is good, it hardens you and gets you ready for the real 

world. 

Bullying is a bad thing. 

Examples of violence a teacher may observe include. 

 Throwing items  

 Pushing 

 Grabbing 

 Kicking 

 Biting 

 Hitting with fists 

 Using a sharp object 

 Pulling hair 

 Do not pick a fight  

 Violence is not the answer  

 Speak even if your voice shakes  

Dear parents/carers, Friday the 16th March was National Day of Action against Bullying, (some of you may have seen posters dis-
played around the school). As a registered NDA (National Day of Action) school our teachers will be imbedding a range of related and 
relevant activities into their programs to support our students to adopt strategies (if required) to empower them to recognise and 
stand up to bullying behaviours. These strategies will include ignoring, acting like they don’t care, and saying stop, walking away, find-
ing a safe place and of course most importantly telling a teacher and/or a trusted adult. These strategies can be at times very difficult 
for our students to remember and/or implement, we need to remind our young people there is help and to feel safe confident about 
themselves so their self- esteem, and happiness is not compromised. 

Please see below a list of websites that could help you if any issues related to bullying may arise for your family or friends including 
cyber bullying 

Regards Angela Holland/ Acting Leading Teacher 

E Smart Coordinator  

https://www.esafety.gov.au/ 

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/NationalDay 

https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/ 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/NationalDay
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/


Page  4                                                                                                                                                                                                 Mornington SDS 

Independence Through Learning  

 
NDIS Family Information Session 

This information session is designed to help families and carers get ready for the National Disability Insurance 
Scheme which will commence in Bayside Peninsula area from 1 April 2018. 
 
The session will cover topics such as: 

 What is the NDIS and how does it work?  

 The transisiton arrangements for students 

 What kind of support can I access through the NDIS? 

 Accessing the NDIS 
 
The session will be delivered in partnership with the Department of Education and Brotherhood of St Laurence 
(our community partner). This is an opportunity for you to bring your questions along and have them answered 
by our team members. 

 

Date Time Venue 

23 April 2018 
 
 
 

9.15 am – 
11.15 am  

Southern Autistic School 
12 Margaretta St, Bentleigh East VIC 3165 
 
Register:  https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/ndis-family-information-session-
bentleigh-east-23-april-2018-tickets-43823734971 
 

23 April 2018 5.00 pm – 
7.00 pm 

Berendale School 
2 Berend St, Hampton East VIC 3188 
 
Register:  https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/ndis-family-information-session-
hampton-east-23-april-2018-tickets-44242871620 
 

26 April 2018 9.30 am – 
11.30 am 
 

Naranga School 
14 Naranga Cres, Frankston VIC 3199 
 
Register:  https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/ndis-family-information-session-
frankston-26-april-2018-tickets-44242965902 
 

26 April 2018 1.00 pm – 
3.00 pm 

Neville Rohan Centre, Mount Erin Secondary College 
Robinsons Rd, Frankston South VIC 3199 
 
Register:  https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/ndis-family-information-session-
frankston-south-26-april-2018-tickets-44246404186 
 

30 April 2018 9.30 am – 
11.30 am 
 

Yarrabah School  
23 Mill St, Aspendale VIC 3195 
 
Register:  https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/ndis-family-information-session-
aspendale-30-april-2018-tickets-44246290847 
 

1 May 2018 9.15 am – 
11.15 am 

Western Port Secondary College 
215 High St, Hastings VIC 3915 
 
Register:  https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/ndis-family-information-session-
hastings-1-may-2018-tickets-44246329964 
 

 

 
 

A special assembly was held to thank St Peters Oppor-

tunity shop who made a donation, and this  

enabled us to purchase new basketball uniforms. 

Special guest at the assembly was Bill Weston from  

St Peters Opportunity shop, the students where able 

to show off the new uniforms and thank Bill  

personally. 

On behalf of all the students and staff at MSDS we 

thank them for their support. 

 



 
 
February— Bailey 
  Axle 
March— Will 
  Skyla 
  Billy 
  Troy 
                      

                      

 
 
 

 Dates to Remember  
 

28th March— 

Easter Parade & Raffle draw  

@ 2.00pm All welcome! 

28th march—School Council 

meeting @ 5.00pm 

29th March—End of Term 1  

2.30 Finish  

16th April—Term 2  

resumes  

 

REMINDER: 

If your child is going to respite please notify the school office of the arrange-

ments. 

All bags are to be clearly named as we can often have more than one student 

going to respite, this will save on confusion.  

Bags are to be no heavier than 7kg and no bigger than 55 x 40 cm (Carry on bag-

gage size) 

Reminder Reminder Reminder Reminder  

Thursday 29th of March  

Is the last day of Term 1 

 Please note Early Dismissal at 2.30pm 

Term 2 starts on Monday 16th April  

    

Mornington SDS  

Now has a  

facebook page 

 

 

Check it out ! 

Website News 

Don’t forget to check out our 

website  

For news photo’s and up-

dates  

ABSENCES 
Student absences should be reported to the 

school before 9:00am.  
Please email the Attendance Officer Karen Binks 

mornington.sds@edumail.vic.gov.au or telephone 03 
59756 111 on the day of the absence by 9:00am.  

 A note on the day of return to the General Office is re-
quired for absences where no parent contact has been 

possible. 
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Moonlit Sanctuary Keeper Club 
 

Kids enjoy environmental activities, animal encounters and native animal care. 

Day includes: interactions with dingo, python, off-limits animals, feeding animals & food prep, animal enrichment activities. 
Learn about our animals, their conservation and the environment. For ages 7-14 years.  

 

Easter 2018 school holiday dates: 

Week 1: Tues 3rd Wed 4h Thurs 5th Fri 6th April 

Week 2: Mon 9th Tues10th Wed 11th Thurs 12th Fri 13th April 

10am–4pm 

 

Cost: $75.00 per day, or $210 for 3 days (pro rata for additional days).  

Maximum 16 children per day. 

 

Bookings essential as spaces are limited 

Dress for the weather and wear closed-toe shoes, long pants and remember your hat or raincoat.  BYO lunch or purchase at 
the café. 

 

Moonlit Sanctuary 

550 Tyabb-Tooradin Rd, Pearcedale 

Phone 5978 7935 

Web: www.moonlitsanctuary.com.au 

 Open daily between 10am and 5pm 


