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School Camp 
School Camp took place on the 15th & 16th of June. The camp was held at Camp Manyung –  
5 minutes away and fully catered!  It was a great success.  The students really benefit from  
school camp by undertaking different and challenging activities and being away from home  
for a night.  A momentous event in any young person’s life.   There are some fantastic photos 
of students taking up the challenge of the big swing and other activities, all of which can be found in this 
issue and on our Facebook page. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff and volunteers who participated.  We would not 
be able to run the camp without the volunteers and the staff who dedicate their time to the camp.  Staff 
are employed to work set hours and attending camp overnight is well past their set hours, this demon-
strates their commitment to our children and they are ‘our’ children in the sense that ours is a community 
school.  What can I say about the volunteers, except ‘Thank-you’ – no volunteers equals no camp! We are 
the village that raises the child, so thank you very much to the staff and volunteers who gave up their val-
uable time to support the camp.   
Principals Conference 
This is where I apologise for not attending camp as I was at a South Eastern Victoria Region Principals con-
ference in Melbourne over the two days the camp took place.  It was a very enlightening conference.  The 
presentation by Professor David Woods who led the strategy that transformed the Borough of London 
schools (over 2000 of them) was particularly interesting as we too are in the process of transforming our 
school.  We have a lot to learn but we are on the right path. 
30 Year Celebration. 
Our school turns 30 this year.  We celebrated with an Open Day on Wednesday 21st June, it was very suc-
cessful.  Many thanks to Max and Craig and all the builders who built our new classrooms.  We had over 
twenty visitors to the school who were shown around the classrooms and then treated to a musical per-
formance in Room 9.  The senior boys greeted our guests – a  special mention to Joel who was excellent in 
his capacity as School Leader in greeting and meeting the guests.  The music presentation in Room 9 was 
terrific.  Much thanks to Jason, Musica Aviva and Foundation 5 9 for their support of the school’s music 
program.  I thought the guitar playing by the senior boys was a particular highlight.  It really showcased 
their talents and Jason’s skill as a Musician & Teacher.   
We first started to operate as a school in 1987!  Long before the internet, and mobile phones.  We are 
very proud to be part of the Mornington Peninsula community, dedicated to supporting society’s most 
deserving children.   Our students come from a wide circle of the peninsula, Mornington to Hastings, Mer-
ricks North to Baxter.  Our school has proudly supported the families and carers as well as students for all 
of that time.   
We aim to help families build young men and women of strong and resilient character, who can learn, 
who can participate in society and most importantly, develop a sense of positive self-worth.   Our school 
is premised on the nurturing of positive learning relationships.  MSDS  has been here for 30 years, provid-
ing the essential educational and social ingredients to our most deserving students.  Please join us on our 
educational journey for the next 30 years!  
 
Regards 
David.  
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Taj says thank-you to Pixie after riding. 

Tane’s increased core strength 

means he can sit upright when  

riding. 

Some students from M.S.D.S spend Tuesday 

afternoon at R.D.A. We love seeing our 

horse friends and developing our riding skills. 
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Skyla rides Silver and can trot with 

ease. She is also learning how to 

groom her horse. 

Jemma enjoys riding Rosco. 

Hayden rides ‘Digger’ a Clydesdale 
cross.  

He is learning to independently guide 
him through the obstacle course. 
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Joel: “ It was fun! 

Robert: “I hang out with my friends”  

Alex: “It was nice”  
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Andrew: “It was cool”  

Frank: “Good”  
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Alex: “It was nice”  
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Zac: “Not to bad”  

Jackson:  

“I stayed overnight”  

Skyla: ‘ I loved the big swing” 

Skyla: “Camp was exciting”  

Teleah: I 

slept in 

bunk-

beds, up 

the top!” 
Sophie: I did not want to finish on the giant 

swing, I went right to the top!” 
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Keely: “The camp fire 

was the best!” 


