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Dear Parents/Carers, 
Look at that, Term 3 is almost over.  Spring is in the air and the  
gardens are starting to bloom at the school.  Although the term is  
almost over, there are lots of activities coming up such as the  
Woodleigh and Mornington SDS School Concert and Footy Day.   
Professional Development Day.  All staff attended a student – free Professional 
Development day on the 28th of August with Peter Cronin.  Peter is a very erudite 
and informative speaker.  His main area of presentation was on how we can more 
respectfully support our students’ parents.  Peter outlined how staff can better 
support parents by understanding their backgrounds as well as their hopes and 
fears for their child.  Peter gave us communication strategies and talked about 
the importance of school protocols for interactions between staff and staff with 
parents.   I think the day was a very worthwhile, ‘learning’ day.  We thank Peter 
for his informative talk and hope that he can return to our school to offer further 
insight and support. 
Donation - Anglican Church of Mornington.  A big thank you to the Anglican 
Church, Opportunity Shop of Mornington who have donated $1,500.00 to the 
school.  The donation took place at our regular Friday Assembly.  What a caring 
and supportive gesture.  Ours is a local school and we thank the parishioners and 
customers of the church for thinking of us.  Mr Bill Weston presented the cheque 
on behalf of the Opportunity Shop.  Bill was a big hit with the students and we 
hope to see more of Bill helping out around the school. 
Farewell.  It was a big assembly on Friday as we farewelled Jacob Cotton.  Jacob 
has been student at the school since 2012.  All the best to Jacob and his family 
and we wish him well in his new school. 
Display and Music Festival.  As you walk into the school you may have noticed 
the new display of student work.  This time its photos of our students performing 
at the Interschool’s Music festival at Moorabbin Town Hall.  Much thanks to Ka-
ren in the office who puts the displays together.  She does a terrific job to show-
case our students. 
The actual musical event at Moorabbin was excellent.  Our boys and girls per-
formed a couple of very ‘colourful’ numbers.  Much thanks to all who organised 
the day, especially Susan Spruce and Karen Goodwin.  It was great fun, if you did-
n’t go this year, watch out for it next year.  
Student and Staff illness.  There have been a number of sick students and staff 
at the school lately.  We cannot be too careful when it comes to illness, especially 
in our school.  I ask staff to stay home if they are unwell and I ask the same of 
parents with sick children to keep them home as we don’t want to spread flu or 
colds to others at the school. 
 
David Newport  
Principal  
 

 
  

   August  Frank 

  Chloe  

 Sept Amber 

  Lachlan  

   

Dates to Remember  
 

8th September—Footy 
Day  

22nd September—End 
of Term 3  

Early dismissal @ 2.30  
9th October—start 

Term 4  
 

PLEASE NOTE NEW 
DATE FOR  

SCHOOL CONCERT  
26th October-Thurs 

 

6th Nov-Curriculum Day 
7th Nov-Melb Cup   

 

14th Nov-Musica Aviva 
concert  

 

1st December—Senior 

Graduation  

7th December—Parent/

Helpers Morning Tea  

22nd December—End of 

Term 4 2017 

 

Early dismissal @ 1.30 

2018 Term 1 begins  

30th January  
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Room 7 News 

We’ve had some great new  

experiences during our weekly community access excursions. 

We visit different parks and recreation facilities in the Morning-

ton area and always enjoy the drive in the new school bus. 

Term 3 



Page 3                                                                                                                                                                   Mornington SDS 

Independence Through Learning  

Speech Pathology 
Communication is so important for our students! Some of our students are using alternative or 

augmentative communication (AAC) to help them get their message across.

There are lots of different types of AAC 
including the PODD book, which is new 

to the school.  

Roxy, the speech pathologist, 
modelling the PODD book to 

the class 

Sianna using the PODD book 

Jack using the PODD book to say 
‘Let’s go for a walk’ Taj using the PODD book at 

camp to say ‘I like it – fun’ 



Page 4                                                                                                                                                                   Mornington SDS 

In-

Science Week 

A huge thank you to everyone who participated in Science Week. Students and staff have been in-

volved in a wide range of experiments from volcanos to exploding things! 

The egg drop was a bit hampered by the wind which took Will’s construction soring right over the 

roof veranda but kept the egg in tack. A lot of eggs survived the fall so great construction ideas guys!!! 
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This Friday the 8th September  at 9.15 

Mornington SDS 

Will be holding a Footy Day Parade! 

Everyone Welcome! 

 

All student's are encouraged to dress in their footy col-

ours and join in the parade and cheer for their favourite 

footy team. 

Who’s team will cheer the loudest! 

 



Page  6                                                                                                                                                                           Mornington SDS 

Independence Through Learning  

 ‘Footy Day’  

Lunch Orders 8th of September 

As part of our Footy Day Finals festivities, we are offering lunch orders 

for the students.  

All lunch orders are $5.00 and include 1 food item and a drink.  

Extras food can be ordered for hungry players at $2.50 each! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Tomato sauce  (free)    

 Total amount enclosed (please try to use correct change)  

 Student name - 

 Room number - 

 

 

Menu Tick  Extras 

Hot dog                                          

Sausage roll                                 

Meat pie                                       

Ham and salad roll                    

Chicken and salad roll              

Juice box                                       

Chocolate flavoured milk       

Strawberry flavoured milk     
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MORNINGTON SPECIAL DEVELOPMENTAL SCHOOL 
 

In Partnership with 

Woodleigh School 
Presents our annual   

School Concert  

TICKETS NOW ON SALE:  

Family Ticket $20.00    Single $10.00 

 

 

 

 

 

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE NOW FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE OR YOU 

CAN PURCHASE TICKETS ON THE NIGHT—CASH ONLY NO EFTPOS 

Thursday 26th October 2017 

Time: 7.00pm 

Woodleigh Senior Campus 

485 Golf Links Road 

 Langwarrin  South 3911 
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Dear Parents and Carers, this week is e Smart week and being an  e Smart school we value the 
importance of keeping our students safe online and informing you of best possible practice in this 
ever expanding area of technology. We are all well aware of the pitfalls technology as well as the 
benefits.  

What we do know for sure is that the vast majority of our students use the internet for a range of 
purposes, they also have access to Smart Phones. 

Our focus continues to be the safe and responsible use of technology but we are also well aware of 
and concerned about the amount of time our young people spend online!! This week we endeavour 
to engage our students in a range of relevant and appropriate activities which address this matter. 

I have also included FYI a cyber safety tip sheet 

  

 
 
 

Most kids really are kind to each other online, but there is a minority using digital technology to harass and 
intimidate others. Bullying thrives on digital media because it can be done remotely and often anonymously – giving bullies a re-
duced sense of the harm they’re causing. Cyberbullying can also be harder to avoid than traditional bullying, with no relief offered 
by the school bell. No single response will stop bullying but knowing how to 
support your child can assist. 
 

1. TALK TO YOUR CHILDREN ABOUT THEIR DIGITAL LIVES 
The more you are aware of their online lives, the more likely they will be to talk to you, especially when something makes them 
feel uncomfortable. Make sure your children know they will be supported if they report something to you. Alternatively, make 
sure they have another trusted adult in their lives they can talk to. 
2. DO UNTO OTHERS Encourage children to treat others the same way they’d like to be treated online. Discuss what it means to be 

respectful to and respected by others online. Be zero-tolerant to mean or rude behaviour. Make clear that mean behaviour is not 

okay at any time – online or off. 

3. THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK Encourage children to think about content and the consequences of posting it or forwarding some-

thing that might upset someone else. This also applies to not making hurtful or derogatory comments on someone else’s material. 

4. PROMOTE POSITIVE BYSTANDER BEHAVIOUR Encourage children to support victims of bullying. Work together with your child 

ahead of time to come up with safe ways to stand up to online abuse if they see it happen. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS THE VICTIM OF CYBERBULLYING: 

5.TALK TO THEM If they’ve been cyberbullied, encourage children to stay calm and positive. It’s important 

for victims of cyberbullying to know that they’re not responsible for what’s happened. A reaction is often 

just what a bully wants to see. Not responding or retaliating can sometimes stop the cycle 

6. TAKE CONCRETE STEPS Help your child block thet troublemaker responsible by removing them from 

your children’s online contact lists; show them how they can keep evidence by taking screenshots and saving 

them, or printing the evidence; report abusive behaviour on the digital platforms your child visits; talk to 

your child’s school; get to know your legal rights by visiting lawstuff.org.au; and, of course, if the bullying 

extends to threats of violence, inform the police without delay. 

7. DO NOT RESPOND ON YOUR CHILD’S BEHALF 

Responding on your child’s behalf, like emailing the bully directly, or calling their parents, may further in-

flame the situation. 

8. CONSIDER SUPPORT SERVICES 

There are free, confidential counselling services for young people such as headspace.org.au 

(for 12–25 year-olds) and reachout.com (for 14–25 year-olds). Schools often provide support 

and guidance too. 


