
Dear parents and carers, 

As you are aware, the situation regarding coronavirus (COVID-19) continues to 
evolve. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support 
during the early commencement of the Term 1 holidays.    

The Victorian Government has now advised that all schools will move to 
remote and flexible learning when students return for Term 2 on Wednesday 
15 April. 

This means that all students who can learn at home must learn from 
home. This is a very clear directive by the Victorian Government based on 
the advice of the Chief Health Officer.   It includes all children in primary, 
secondary and specialist schools who are considered vulnerable but have 
access to a learning environment at home.  All students will be learning from 
home, except for children on days when they are not able to be supervised at 
home and no other arrangements can be made. 
 

This is not an action being taken lightly, and I understand it may cause you and 
your family concern and stress. Please know this step is being taken to slow the 
spread of the virus and ensure the health and safety of all Victorians. 

Most of our teachers will also be working from home. All of them have been 
working hard to put curriculum plans in place to ensure continuity of learning 
and to support the wellbeing of all our students. Please note the following – 

All students will be learning from home, except for children whom the school 
deems to be unsafe in their home. If you are concerned about the safety of your 
child learning from home during this time please contact me at the school or by 

email on: morningtonsds@edumail.vic.gov.au 

I understand the impact this will have on our families and the concern and 
stress it will cause. It is a directive from the government to slow the spread of 
COVID -19 and ensure the health and safety of all Victorians. 

Most of our staff will also be working from home when school returns. We are 
aware of the challenges that online learning poses to most of our students. Our 
goal will be to provide a program that is as engaging and interactive as 
possible.  

Our staff will continue to work their regular hours and will be available to assist 
families during these times. At this stage we will continue to contact you by 
email, website, Facebook page and phone. 

I have included in this email, or will send shortly, the following document: the 
Leaning from Home Parent fact sheet.  (Note: this advice from the department 
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is not designed to fully address the needs of our students however some 
advice is relevant.  I draw your attention to the advice on the importance of 
maintaining a routine for example.)  There is also an on-site attendance-form 
that is only to be completed for those students deemed at risk.  Please contact 
me or the school if you require a form. 

Work is also underway to identify students who do not have access to digital 
technologies at home. Devices such as ipads will be made available on loan to 
these students free-of-charge to ensure no student misses out.  Please contact 
the school if you require support in accessing digital technologies. 

Your child’s teacher either has sent or will send shortly a ‘home-work’ pack 
that includes a timetable and resources to support your child’s home 
schooling.  The teacher will also contact you to set up phone or email meeting 
times in order to pass on homework, resources and suggestions to support you 
to support your child’s education.  

This is clearly going to be a challenging time for all of us. It’s going to be 
critically important that we work very closely together to ensure that we 
provide the very best possible support for the ongoing wellbeing and learning 
of our students and your children. The factsheet (as attached) provides ways 
you can support your child during this transition.  

The Department of Education and Training’s Learning from Home website also 
provides information and resources for parents and carers: 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/home-
learning.aspx 

Further information regarding coronavirus (COVID-19) and schools can be 
found on the Department’s website, which will continue to be updated as the 
situation evolves: 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx 

Thank you for your support during this time. 

Yours sincerely, 

David 

David Newport 
Principal Mornington SDS 
Phone: 59 756 111 
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